
                                                                                                                                    Page 1 of 10 
          
 

OHIO VETERINARY MEDICAL LICENSING BOARD 
 

MINUTES 
 

December 10, 2003 
 
 

Dr. Janet Small, President of the Ohio Veterinary Medical           Call to Order 
Licensing Board, called the December 10, 2003, meeting to order at 8:45 a.m.  
in the Board Room at 77 S. High Street, 31st Floor, Columbus, Ohio. 
 
Dr. Small directed the  Executive Secretary to call roll: 
 
Dr. Deborah Foster                             present 
Dr. Janet Small   present 
Dr. Darrell Gitz                                   present 
Dr. James Burt                                    present 
Janet Buck, RVT                                absent 
Dr. Jerry Lahmers                               present 

  
Roll Call 

   
           Dr. Small acknowledged the attendance of Heather Hissom,
Executive Secretary, Donna Fickel, Secretary, John Izzo, AAG, Martine 
Jean, AAG and Robert Knapp, OVMA liaison.  

  Attendance 
Staff, AAG, 
OVMA liaison 

   
          Dr. Lahmers moved to approve the November 12, 2003 Minutes. Dr.
Gitz seconded the motion.  The motion passed by the following roll call 
vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye, Dr. Burt- aye, Dr. Foster- aye. 

  November 12, 2003
Minutes approved 

   
           There was no President's report.   Pres. Rep. 
   
          There was no secretary’s report.  
  
          Dr. Knapp reported that the OVMA Practice Act committee has
completed its review.  The Board should receive copies of the changes in 
January. 

 

 
           Heather Hissom, Executive Secretary, reported that the directives 
from the last board meeting had been completed.  Ms. Hissom reported that 
there are changes from the NBVME regarding the NAVLE examination. 
The price for the exam is increasing and the deadlines for registration are 
being changed in order to better accommodate the students.  OSU has been 

 
 
 

Sec. Rep. 
 
OVMA liaison 
 
 
 
Exec. Sec. Report 
 
NBVME changes 
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notified of the changes.  Ms. Hissom reported that as part of the budget bill 
$33,000 was transferred from the OVMLB 4K9 fund to the general fund. 
Ms. Hissom stated that letters have been received from R. McClung, DVM 
regarding the release of records from a neighboring clinic. Dr. Gitz moved 
to send a letter and a copy of the record keeping rule. Dr. Foster seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz-
aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye, Dr. Burt- aye, Dr. Foster- aye.  Ms. Hissom stated 
that a letter had been received from a chiropractor, Douglas Schumacher,
offering to adjust horses and other small animals. Dr. Gitz moved to send a 
cease & desist letter. Dr Burt seconded the motion. The motion passed by 
the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye, Dr. Burt- aye, 
Dr. Foster- aye.   Ms. Hissom stated that the FARB Forum for board 
members is going to be February 6-8, 2004. Ms. Hissom asked the Board to 
review a draft article for the newsletter and let her know if there are any 
changes.  Ms. Hissom reported that the Oklahoma newsletter was sent in the 
board mailing. 

Budget transfer 
 
McClung letters 
 
 
 
 
Schumacher: cease
& desist 
 
 
FARB forum 
 
Draft article 
 
 

    
         Dr. Gitz moved to acknowledge receipt of the following new
complaints and the file numbers issued: 

  

             
03-04-131 Rebecca Konz  
03-04-132 Marc Wallace 
03-04-133 OVMLB 
03-04-134 OVMLB 
03-04-135 Richard Schultz 
03-04-136 Lisa Dailey 
03-04-137 Sarah Gillis 
03-04-138 Susan Livingston 
03-04-139 Elizabeth Jones 
03-04-140 Kate Varga 
03-04-141 Kelly O’Donnell 

 03-04-142 Anonymous 
      
           Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  The motion passed by the 
following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers-aye; Dr. Burt- aye, 
Dr. Foster- aye.   

 
New Complaints 
Acknowledged 
 
 
 
 

   
         Dr. Gitz left the room for discussion and vote on the following case.
 
         Dr. Lahmers moved to find no jurisdiction in the case of 03-04-138, 
Susan Livingston. Dr. Foster  seconded the motion. The motion passed by 
the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- abstain; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt-
aye; Dr. Foster- aye; Dr. Small- aye. 
 
          

  
 
03-04-138 
No Juris. 
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           Dr. Foster moved to investigate alleged violations of R.C. 4741 in the 
case of 03-04-140, Kate Varga.  Dr. Burt seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. 
Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
           Dr. Lahmers moved to investigate alleged violations of R.C. 4741 in 
the case of 03-04-141, Kelly O’Donnell.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. 
The motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. 
Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
           Dr. Burt moved to investigate alleged violations of R.C. 4741 in the 
case of 03-04-142, Anonymous.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers-
aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 

03-04-140 
Invest.  
 
 
 
03-04-141 
Invest. 
 
 
 
03-04-142 
Invest. 

   
            Dr. Lahmers moved to accept the patient records submitted by 01-
02-069 David Soehnlen, DVM,  02-03-135 Rudy Schneidhorst, DVM 
 and 01-02-095 Mark Parker, DVM. Dr. Foster seconded the motion.  
The motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. 
Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
            Dr. Burt moved to acknowledge the discipline of Paul Miggins, 
DVM, and to take no action. Dr. Gitz seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; 
Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
           Dr. Foster moved to acknowledge the hearing schedules for 02-03-
113, Jorge Rosario Paris, DVM and 03-03-010,  Ronald Budz, DVM. Dr. 
Lahmers seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following roll 
call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye.
 
            Dr. Foster moved to go into executive session at 9:00 a.m. for 
purpose of hearing a report from the AAG.  Dr. Gitz seconded the 
motion. The motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; 
Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
          Dr. Gitz left the meeting during the AAG report. 
 
          Dr. Small declared the Board out of executive session at 9:10 a.m. 
 
          Dr. Foster moved to reject the post-hearing settlement offer of Dr. 
Holm. Dr. Burt seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following 
roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- abstain; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. 
Foster- aye; Dr. Small- aye. 

 Patient Records 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul Miggins: disc.
Ack. 
 
 
 
Hearing Sched. 
Ack. 
 
 
 
Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Settlement Offer 
Rejected: Raina 
Holm, DVM 
 



                                                                                                                                    Page 4 of 10 
          
 
          Dr. Foster moved to go into executive session at 9:15 a.m. to 
consider the report and recommendation of the hearing examiner for Dr. 
Holm. Dr. Lahmers seconded the motion.  
 
           Dr. Gitz and John Izzo, AAG, left the meeting during 
consideration and discussion. 
 
            Dr. Small declared the board out of executive session at 9:30 a.m.
 
            Dr. Foster moved to accept the findings of fact and conclusions of 
law and modify the penalty of the hearing examiner in the case of 02-02-
038, Peggy Vick.  The penalty shall be a three month suspension, $250 
fine and costs of the hearing. Dr. Burt seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- abstain; Dr. Lahmers- 
aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye; Dr. Small-aye. 
             
           Dr. Burt moved to approve the following continuing education 
courses for veterinarian, except Columbus Academy of VM – Pricing 
Made Perfect & Internet Pharmacies – 12/7/03 – 4 hrs.: 
           

INCE Self Study CD Rom – 1 hr. ea. 
 CO State University – Diagnosis & Treatment of Lameness in      
               the Horse – 9/17-19/03 – hr/hr  

US Army Veterinary Services – Int’l Military Vet Med                  
           Symposium – 10/27-31/03 – hr/hr 

Lima Area Academy of Small An Med –  
 1. GI Disease – 11/11/03 – 1 hr. 
 2. Alternative Approach to Feline Weight Loss –                

                     10/14/03 – 1.25 hrs. 
 3. Fracture Repairs – 9/9/03 – 1.25 hrs. 
Cincinnati Animal Referral & Emergency Center – Feline             

              Hepatic Disease – 12/9/03  
Veterinary Internal Medicine Consultation & Referral Clinic –      
     CPC – 11/12/03 – 1 hr 

 MedVet – Advances in Surgery – 11/13/03 – 1.25 hrs. 
 Butler Warren Counties VMA – New Approaches to Feline           
              Weight Control – 11/11/03 – 1.5 hrs 
 VIN 
  1. Feline GI Disease – 10/15-11/26, 2003 – 12 hrs. 
  2. Nutritional Tune Ups – 10/28-12/23, 2003 – 16 hrs. 
             
          Dr. Gitz seconded the motion.  The motion passed by the following 
roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt–aye; Dr. Foster-
aye. 
          Dr. Burt moved to approve the following continuing education 

Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
02-02-038: Order 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE for vets 
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courses for registered veterinary technicians except Holistic Medicine – 
3/17/04 – 2 hrs.: 
 
            INCE Zoonotic Helminths – 8/5/03 -  1 hr. 
 Merial – Protecting Pets Protecting People – 5/31/03 – 3 hrs. 
 Cincinnati VTA – 
  1. West Nile Virus – 9/16/03 – 2 hrs. 
  2. MRI – 11/19/03 – 2 hrs 
  3. Open Wound Management – 1/20/04 – 2 hrs 
  4. Anesthesia Techniques – 5/18/04 – 2 hrs. 
 VIN – Art of Arteries – 12/23/2003 – 1/29/2004 – 6 hrs. 
 
Dr. Gitz seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following roll 
call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers-aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster-aye. 
 
         Dr. Burt moved to approve the following continuing education courses 
for veterinarians and registered veterinary technicians, except the following
York Animal Hospital – OSHA Compliance Training – 9/9/03 – 2 hrs., 
Toledo Kennel Club – How to Massage your Dog – 1/31/04 – 7 hrs.;  
Columbus Academy of VM – Therapeutic Options of Massage & Touch 
Therapy for Animals – 11/9/03 – 3 hrs.: 
 
 AVEHO Bio Sciences –Trends & Innovations in Treatment of      
             Atopic Dermatitis– 1/19/03 – 2 hrs.  
          Pfizer – Managing the Patient with Recurrent Skin Infections –       
           11/25/03 – 1.5 hrs. 
         VIN –Intermediate Reptile Medicine–11/10-12/15/2003 – 12 hrs.  
 Pfizer – Pain Mgt in the Companion Animal – 12/13/03 – 4 hrs. 
 
Dr. Lahmers seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following 
roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- 
aye. 
 
        Dr. Lahmers moved to approve licenses for the following:  Tiffany 
Shekut, Joseph Connor, James Iafe, Kevin Cox, Kortney O’Neill, and 
Patricia Riggs  and specialty licenses to Damon Rodriquez and Bernard 
Doerning. Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The motion passed by the 
following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. 
Foster- aye.   
          Dr. Lahmers moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 
03-04-104, Elizabeth Hadille. Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. 
Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
          Dr. Gitz moved to investigate alleged violations of R.C. 4741 in the 

CE for RVTs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CE for vets & 
RVTs 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Licenses App’d 
 
 
 
 
 
03-04-104 
No Vio. 
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cases of 03-04-115, Greg Nign. Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. 
Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
           Dr. Foster moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 03-
04-120, Robin Brinker. Dr. Lahmers seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. 
Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 

 
Dr. Burt moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 03-

04-126, Anne McBride. Dr. Lahmers seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. 
Burt- aye; Dr. Foster-aye. 

 
03-04-115 
Invest.  
 
 
 
03-04-120 
No Vio. 
 
 
 
03-04-126 
No Vio.  
  

              
           Dr. Lahmers moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 
03-04-127, Thomas Knippenberg. Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye;  Dr. Lahmers-
aye; Dr. Burt-aye; Dr. Foster-aye. 
 
         Dr. Burt left the meeting for discussion of the next case. 
 
         Dr. Foster moved to  find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the cases of 03-
04-128 and 03-04-129, Cathy Billingsley. Dr. Gitz seconded the motion. 
The motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. 
Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt-abstain; Dr. Foster- aye; Dr. Small- aye. 
 
          Dr. Lahmers moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 
03-04-130, Martha Hayes. Dr. Gitz seconded the motion. The motion passed 
by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt-
aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
           Dr. Gitz moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 03-
04-131, Rebecca Conz. Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The motion passed 
by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt-
aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
          Dr. Gitz moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 03-04-
132, Marc Wallace. Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The motion passed by 
the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt-aye; 
Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
         Dr. Foster moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of 03-
04-136, Lisa Dailey. Dr. Gitz seconded the motion. The motion passed by 
the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt-aye; 

  
03-04-127 
No Vio. 
 
 
 
 
 
03-04-128 
03-04-129 
No Vio. 
 
 
03-04-130 
No Vio.  
 
 
 
03-04-131 
No Vio.  
 
 
 
03-04-132 
No Vio. 
 
 
 
03-04-136 
No Vio.  
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Dr. Foster- aye.          
           
        Dr. Lahmers moved that the Board go into executive session at 10:40 
a.m. for the purpose of reviewing the investigative reports. Dr. Burt
seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. 
Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 

  
Executive Session

   
            Dr. Small declared the Board out of executive session at 11:35 a.m.   

  
Dr. Foster moved to issue a 119 in the case of 03-03-007, Melanie 

Spisak, for violations of R.C. 4741.22(A) & (Q) and O.A.C. 4741-1-03(A), 
(B)(6)(a) and (12). Dr. Lahmers seconded the motion. The motion passed by 
the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; 
Dr. Foster- aye. 

 
Dr. Lahmers moved to issue a 119 in the case of 03-03-047, Amber 

McLemore for violations of R.C. 4741.22 (A) and (AA) and O.A.C. 4741-1-
03(B)(6)(a) and 4741-1-21(A). Dr. Gitz seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. 
Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 

 
Dr. Foster moved to issue a 119 in the case of 03-03-072, Karen 

Bayless for violations of R.C. 4741.22(A) and 4741-1-03(B)(6)(a) and 
(B)(6)(c). Dr. Burt seconded the motion. The motion passed by the 
following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. 
Foster- aye. 

 
Dr. Gitz moved to send a compliance inspection letter in the case of 

03-04-081, Dawn St. Clair. Dr. Burt seconded the motion. The motion 
passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. 
Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 

  
03-03-007 
Issue 119  
 
 
 
 
03-03-047 
Issue 119 
 
 
 
 
03-03-072 
Issue 119 
 
 
 
 
03-04-081 
No Vio.  
Send C/I letter 
 
 

            Dr. Small noted that lunch arrived.    
      
             Dr. Gitz moved to go into executive session at 12:50 p.m. to hear 
the AAG report.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The motion passed by the 
following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. 
Foster- aye. 
 
              Dr. Small declared the board out of executive session at 1: 15 p.m.
           
            The Board acknowledged and reviewed the correspondence received 
from Cathy Mullenix and Gurdas Dass, DVM. 
 
           Dr. Lahmers moved to go into executive session at 1:25 p.m. for the 

  
Executive Session 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Correspondence 
 
 
Executive Session 
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purpose of reviewing the investigative reports that were tabled.  Dr. Burt 
seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. 
Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
            Dr. Small declared the board out of executive session at 2:25 p.m.
 
           Dr. Lahmers moved to find no violation of R.C. 4741 in the case of
03-04-096, OVMLB.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The motion passed 
by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt-
aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
            Dr. Foster moved to issue a 119 in the case of 03-03-068, OVMLB 
for violations of R.C. 4741.22(A), (W) and (AA) and O.A.C. 4741-1-21(A). 
Dr. Lahmers seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following roll 
call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye.
 
          The Board directed Ms. Hissom to respond to Bradley McClung, 
DVM, stating that case 03-03-014, Anonymous, will not be reopened.  
 
           Dr. Burt moved to appoint Dr. Gitz to develop a rule containing 
ethics/professionalism standards.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by the following roll call vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers-
aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
           Dr. Small read the following Resolution adopted by the Board for 
Dr. Foster:  

Whereas, the members of the Ohio Veterinary Medical Licensing 
Board are pleased to take this opportunity to commend and congratulate 
Dr. Deborah Foster  for her outstanding job in serving as a member of the 
Ohio Veterinary Medical Licensing Board; and 

Whereas, Dr. Foster did an outstanding job as president and with  
untiring devotion and the sacrifice of many personal hours of her time in 
representing the Ohio Veterinary Medical Licensing Board to promote  
better understanding and public relations; and 

Whereas, Dr. Foster’s exemplary devotion to the Ohio Veterinary 
Medical Licensing Board and the veterinary profession demonstrates her 
superb leadership and belief in communication and promotion of the 
genuine welfare of the veterinarians and citizens in the state of Ohio; 
therefore be  it 

Resolved, that we, the members of the Ohio Veterinary Medical 
Licensing Board, in adopting this resolution, hereby recognize and 
commend Dr. Deborah Foster for her outstanding leadership, dedication 

 
 
 
 
 
 
03-04-096 
No Vio. 
 
 
 
03-03-068 
Issue 119 
 
 
 
Brad McClung: 
Ltr. 
 
Ethics/Professional.
 
 
 
 
Resolution for 
Dr. Foster 
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and honorable service to the Ohio Veterinary Medical Licensing Board 
and the veterinary profession in the State of Ohio. 

This resolution was adopted by the Ohio Veterinary Medical 
Licensing Board, and we hereby affix our signatures and the seal of the 
Ohio Veterinary Medical Licensing Board this 10th day of December 
2003. 
 
          Dr. Foster moved to adopt the following roster of officers for 2004:
          Dr. Lahmers- President 
          Dr. Burt- Vice President 
          Dr. Gitz- Second Vice President 
          Mrs. Buck- Secretary 
           Dr. Small- member 
Dr. Gitz seconded the motion. The motion passed by the following roll call 
vote: Dr. Gitz- aye; Dr. Lahmers- aye; Dr. Burt- aye; Dr. Foster- aye. 
 
          The Board appointed Dr. Small to the Patient Records Committee in 
place of Dr. Lahmers.  The new board member will serve in place of Dr. 
Foster. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Election of 
Officers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Patient Records 
Comm. 
 

           
          Ms. Hissom reviewed the directives from today’s meeting.            
                 
          Dr. Small acknowledged that the next meeting will be held January 
14, 2004, 8:30 a.m. on the 31st Floor.  
 
          Dr. Burt moved to adjourn the meeting at 2:50 p.m. Dr. Gitz seconded 
the motion.  Dr. Small adjourned the meeting. 

 Directives 
 
Next meeting 
 
 
Adjournment 

   
 
 
_____________________________    _______________ 
Dr. Janet Small, President     Date 
 
 
Attested to by:      ____________________________     

Heather Hissom 
Executive Secretary 


	December 10, 2003

